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Slavery in America

• Slavery in America began in 1619, with the 
arrival of African slaves in Jamestown, 
Virginia.

• They were treated like indentured servants at 
first

• Treatment worsened and slaves wanted to 
escape

• The British Empire ended slavery in 1833, 
making Canada a slavery-free country



Ohio Freedom Networks

• Though slavery was the law of the land, Quakers did 
not believe in human bondage. Isaac Russel wrote from 
a southern state to Thomas Rotch in 1816:

• “I can have little satisfaction in remaining long in this 
state when abominable slavery is tolerated with all its 
concomitant evils, evils which I witness with disgust 
and dismay.”

• Thomas Rotch worked on a variety of committees 
through the Quaker Church to plan for the care of 
fugitives and freed African Americans.



Proposed by Massillonians

To be held before or after the 

Friends’ Yearly Meeting in Salem, 

Ohio

Important Massillonians listed:

• Betsey Mix Cowles

• Mary Ann Russell

• Harriet Steese

Anti-Slavery Bugle (Lisbon, Ohio)

August 4, 1849

Proposed Anti-slavery Convention



Freedom Networks
• As early as the 1810s, freedom 

networks were established in 
Ohio.

• Levi Coffin coined the term 
“underground railroad” in 
1831

• Quakers, who believed in 
freedom and equality, made up 
many of the Massillon & 
Kendal families who assisted 
fugitive slaves

https://www.indianamuseum.org/levi-and-catharine-coffin-state-historic-site
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Ohio Freedom Networks

• Fugitive Slave Act 

of 1793 

• Fugitive Slave Act 

of 1850

• Kidnapping free 

African-Americans

• Runaway slave ads 

in newspapers
Cornell University

FreedomOnTheMove.org



Signed by Important Massillonians:

• John Scott

• Samuel Pease

• HB Hurlbut

• Fred Hurxthal

• Ephraim Chidester

• S. Hunt

• Frederic Hookway

• Charles Skinner

• Thomas P. Reed

• G. T. Reed

• Arvine C. Wales

• J. W. Underhill

• Robert Folger

Canton Repository, October 1850

Opposition to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850



Ohio Anti-Slavery 

conventions in

Massillon & Twinsburg

Major players

• William Lloyd Garrison

• Frederick Douglass

Anti-Slavery Bugle 

(Lisbon, Ohio) 

August 13, 1847 



Lucretia Mott visits Massillon, 1847



Robert Folger



List of conductors in Massillon

• James Austin

• James Bayliss

• Jehial Fox
(president of the Kendal Community)

• Isaac Bowman

• Charles Coffin

• Matthew and Samuel Macy

• Isaac Robinson 
(an Indian doctor who married an African-American, Rachel)

• Irvine and Richard Williams

• Charles Grant 
(black conductor)

• William Moffit

• Robert Folger
(Nephew of Lucretia Mott. Robert’s father, pioneer Mayhew Folger, likely 
also participated)

“Mysteries of Ohio’s Underground Railroad”

by Dr. William Siebert (1898)



Known stations:

• Hiram Wellman house
414 4th Street NE, still standing

(unsure who owned it during its time as a station)

• Robert Folger house
4th Street NE

• James Bayliss house
Formerly Lincoln Way, now 4th Street SE, still standing

• Spring Hill
Off of Wales Road, still standing

• Moffit Heights
Two cellars near William Moffit’s barn on Millersburg Road, 

west of Massillon



Routes to Freedom in Ohio

• West Virginia (Virginia at the time) across the 
Ohio River (often with the assistance of Quakers, 
such as Thomas Rotch)

• Massillon to Hartville or Limaville, then to 
Ravenna or Hudson, then northwest to Cleveland 
to embark to Canada

• Since not every escape was documented, it is hard 
to say how many fugitives escaped. Some 
scholars say 40,000, while others say 100,000



Ohio Freedom Networks

• Little documentation exists, as assisting 

fugitive slaves to freedom was illegal, thus 

evidence in letters or ledgers was dangerous.

• Rotch-Wales papers in the Massillon Public 

Library archives

• Original scans, searchable text, transcriptions:

MassillonMemory.org









George Duncan letter



Slave Catcher Incident

at Spring Hill



James Bayliss Home



Jacob Gaskins

1792-1871
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Anson Pease Family



Manumission Papers
Kent Jarvis deeds 1830s

(left)

Samuel Fuller, slave 

of John Hendricks, 

Brooke County, 

Virginia (now West 

Virginia)

There is a Samuel 

Fuller listed in 

Hartford, Ohio in 

1860

(right)

Matilda Ann Weaver, 

mulatto slave of John 

Colvill, Franklin 

County, Virginia



Crowd-funding to Purchase
Isaac Cunningham’s Wife, Matilda

• $600 for Matilda, owned by Alex B. Nichol, 

Nashville, Tennessee

• Promised Isaac that he could buy his wife for the 

same price that Nichol had paid for her $600

• Nichol turned down offers of $1,000 for Matilda 

so that Isaac Cunningham had time to raise the 

money to buy his wife

• Payments had to be made by December 15, 1847

• $3 was given by Massillonian James Monroe 

Brown

• Just discovered Matilda Cunningham, living in 

Bloomfield, Ohio, addressed an anti-slavery 

meeting about her experience as a former slave

(Anti-Slavery Bugle, New Lisbon, Ohio 1850)



Former slaves

in Massillon

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjW9Yf0-MTZAhUGZKwKHehLAGwQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/state-union-hinsdale-potter-county-were-along-the-path-to/article_6c0273fe-f014-11e6-a2ad-1f9a3a8b38e6.html&psig=AOvVaw2pBEm7wDdOQAv1Kl8zPrag&ust=1519781087195062


Gilbert Porter Home

1513 Walnut Rd SE



Jerry Clemmons Home

1007 State Ave NE



Wright Walker (c.1845-1921)



Equality in 

massillon
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Issues of Equality



Segregation Petition

• Peter Morganthaler

• T P Reed

• John Shipley

• M D Wellman
(whose brother’s home 

was used as an 

underground station)

• D.K. Atwater

• Silas Rawson 
(brother of Levi Rawson 

who married Mary 

Folger, abolitionist and 

part of an underground 

railroad family)

• Adam 

Hammersmith

• Lewis Hurxthal

• J.E.McLain
(whose son married an 

abolitionist)

• Mark Withington

• A.S.Humberger

• H.B. Harris

• P. Baldwin

• J.S.Kelley

• Wm Brown

• Asa Cutter

MassillonMemory.org Rotch-Wales Papers
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15005coll39/id/4622/rec/2

Petition to segregate

Massillon Schools

• 96 residents signed the petition

• November 1848



John Hall Memorial Industrial School

January 1904 – September 1905



End of Slavery in America

• Slavery ended in America in with Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation, effective January 1, 1863

• 3 million slaves in Confederate states were given 
freedom

• Did not include Union-held Confederate states, nor 
Union states until the passage of the 13th amendment 
in December 1865

• Slaves in Texas were not informed of their freedom 
until it was announced to them on June 19, 1865

• Juneteenth (June + Nineteenth) is celebrated annually 
as Freedom Day



Questions?

Mandy Altimus Stahl
Archivist

Massillon Museum

mastahl@massillonmuseum.org

330-833-4061 x113
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